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Cliches are, excuse the expression, a dime a dozen, but University of Montana 
football coach Gene Carlson is hoping the one 11 things get better with age 11 has some 
truth in it. 
That is Carlson and his staff's thoughts in 1979, as UM prepares for its annual 
spring football practice which begins Monday, April 30. Practice had been scheduled 
for April 2, but inclement weather and replacement of a coach (Dave Nickel, who 
went to Long Beach State), delayed the start for about a month. 
Montana features an "aged" team with experience, which includes 15 returning 
starters, 11 of whom are seniors. In all, 41 lettermen will suit up for spring practice, 
which meets Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. Scrimmages will be Tuesday and 
Friday. 
Carlson is beginning his fourth season as head coach after seasons of 4-6, 4-6 
and 5-6. Last year's win-loss record is deceiving, considering the Grizzlies finished 
tied for second in the Big Sky Conference with a 4-2 mark. That finish was the best 
in eight seasons in the BSC for the Grizzlies, and local fans are already getting 
excited over the rapidly approaching grid season. 
Not only does the roster include 15 starters, but two more important ingredients--
experience and depth, have added positive factors this season. 
"Defensively we'll play as well as anyone in the conference," said Carlson. 
Offensively we have potential, but we need improvement on the offensive line. We need 
good backfield and receiver replacements, and if we get that we'll be as good as 
anyone in the league. 11 
-over-
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Carlson, a 1954 graduate of Montana, and former fullback and linebacker for 
the Grizzlies, feels "if the defense doesn't have to play too many minutes we think 
we will be successful." 
Success this season would be nothing new for the 47-year-old. He had an impressive 
108-32-8 record in 15 years as coach at Great Falls High School (Montana). Many feel 
this could be the big season forUM, and Carlson says he thinks the Grizzlies should 
be in the conference race, and added he thought it would be a dog-fight in the Big 
Sky in '79. 
"The league is probably as close and as competitive it's been since I have been 
here," he said. With the addition of Nevada-Reno, plus perennial powers Boise State, 
Northern Arizona and Montana State, it will be tough." 
Obviously Carlson feels his team will be in the thick of the BSC race. "If we 
can make the added improvement offensively we should be able to stay in the game with 
anyone. ~~e know our defense is sound." 
Linebacker Kent Clausen, free safety Greg Dunn and defensive end Sam Martin are 
three reasons why Carlson speaks so highly of his defense. 
"Kent and Greg can play as well as anyone in the league," Carlson said. "And 
(Kelly) Johnson and (Scot) Ferda also have exceptional capabilities. (Both are 
defensive backs.) Sam played solid for us all last season. 
"Offensively I think Guy Bingham has to be our leader," Carlson said. Of course 
Allen Green has obviously proved he is one of the best around. Bingham was a first-
team all-conference selection at tackle, while Green was a first-teamer at tight end. 
Yes, cliches are overused, but Carlson and his staff are hoping that 1979 their 
senior-filled UM team will "cane of age." 
The Grizzlies open their 10-game schedule September 15th, when they meet the 
Pac-lO's Washington State at 7 p.m. in Spokane. 
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